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Gulf Recreational Red Snapper Workshop Summary

18) Have a Single Harvest Season for All Reef Fish
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total harvest estimates. Dr. Colvin explained that this is difficult as total harvest incorporates
other sources (e.g., headboat landings, Texas landings) and MRIP has plans to develop outreach
materials to explain this mechanism (MRIP data user's manual). Mr. Greene suggested that
focus groups may help refine MRIP communications. Dr. Colvin indicated that they have been
working with focus groups and doing so has been useful and there are plans to integrate their
suggestions into future MRIP communications. Mr. Smith noted that data can be difficult to find
and that adding a note to appropriate MRIP landings summaries about Texas landings not being
included in MRIP would be helpful.

The advisory panel meeting closed with a discussion of the long-term (5-10 yr) vision of
the recreational red snapper fishery. The panel stated that predictability of season is critical and
stakeholder buy-in requires transparency. Interest was also expressed in granting more

flexibility in fishing days and that allocation may need to be re-examined.

The meeting adjourned at 4:00 pm.
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