Tab C, No. 5b
SCOPING WORKSHOPS
Coastal Migratory Pelagics
Amendment 26
King Mackerel Allocations & Mixing Zone Delineation

Biloxi, Mississippi
March 31, 2015
Meeting Attendees:
Rufus Young
King Mackerel Annual Catch Limit
How should the Councils adjust the king mackerel annual catch limits in light of the
recent adjustment to acceptable biological catch?


The Council should raise the annual catch limit along with the acceptable
biological catch. Anything to get a little back.

Should a constant catch scenario be considered in the Gulf?


A declining trend is fine. The constant catch scenario not preferable because
it doesn’t allow for the most fish to be harvested.

Gulf King Mackerel Commercial Zone Allocations
How should the Gulf annual catch limit be allocated to the commercial zones?


The Gulf CMP Advisory Panel suggestions are fine. 40% to the Western
Zone, 18% to the Northern Zone, and 21% each to the Southern Zone
components. The Northern Zone guys need to fish too.

Gulf King Mackerel Sector Allocation
Should the Gulf Council adjust the commercial and recreational allocations for king
mackerel?


There should be a hard shift of 10% of the allocation from the recreational to
commercial sector. Anything to give the commercial side more and keep the
season open longer.

Sale of King Mackerel Bycatch in the South Atlantic Shark Gillnet Fishery
Should the South Atlantic Council allow bag limit sale of king mackerel caught while
shark gillnetting?
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Yes, let them sell the bag limit. No sense in throwing dead fish away.

How would allowing bag limit sale of king mackerel change fishing behavior?


There shouldn’t be any change in fishing behavior.

Recreational Bag Limit for King Mackerel
Should the Gulf Council consider increasing the recreational bag limit for king
mackerel?


No, and it will cause recreational fishermen to fish hard if they can get three
fish.

Saint Petersburg, Florida
April 13, 2015
Meeting Attendees:
Richard Sergent
Stewart Hehenberger
King Mackerel Stock Boundary
How would adjustments to the stock boundary effect the fishery?




The opening dates for the new zones would have to change to ensure the
fish are in those areas when they’re open.
There are not a whole lot of fish caught during the winter in the east/north
end of that mixing zone. Fish are mostly to the west and northeast at that
time.
The suggested boundary change seems reasonable.

Gulf King Mackerel Commercial Zone Allocations
How should the Gulf annual catch limit be allocated to the commercial zones?





The increase should be spread it out evenly.
Consider giving more quota to the panhandle area (Northern subzone of
the Eastern zone) which doesn’t have enough fish. Currently that area has
such a small portion of the fish that you can’t even fish for king mackerel
off of the St. Petersburg area because the panhandle fishermen catch the
zone allocation up before the fish get there.
Consider making a new fishing zone off St. Petersburg so the season can
be open when the fish are around. Make the season for the Tampa zone
open in March-May and maybe again in the fall.
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Gulf King Mackerel Sector Allocation
Should the Gulf Council adjust the commercial and recreational allocations for
king mackerel?


The fish that are under harvested by the recreational sector should be
given to the commercial sector.

Sale of King Mackerel Bycatch in the South Atlantic Shark Gillnet Fishery
Should the South Atlantic Council allow bag limit sale of king mackerel caught
while shark gillnetting?


No, those fishermen are shark fishing. Gillnets were banned off the
Atlantic coast for a reason and harvest of king mackerel with that gear
type should not be encouraged.

Florida East Coast Subzone Management
Should the South Atlantic consider creating a sub-quota or endorsement for king
mackerel fishing in the Florida East Coast Subzone?




Effort increase is a concern in that area but limiting entry in some way
could be bad. There is fear that a qualifying year or number of landings
will be chosen and fishermen currently fishing in that area will be
excluded.
There should not be an endorsement required to fish in the Florida East
Coast subzone.

Recreational Bag Limit for King Mackerel
Should the Gulf Council consider increasing the recreational bag limit for king
mackerel?


The recreational bag limit should not increase. A 2-fish per person bag
limit is plenty of meat.

Key West, Florida
April 19, 2015
Meeting Attendees:
George Niles
Daniel Padron
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Bill Kelly
King Mackerel Annual Catch Limit
How should the Councils adjust the king mackerel annual catch limits in light of the
recent adjustment to acceptable biological catch?




Council’s should evaluate the ABC annually.
The Gulf Council should have more authority over the fishery than the South
Atlantic Council.
The SSC should reevaluate the ABC.

King Mackerel Stock Boundary
How would adjustments to the stock boundary effect the fishery?


The proposed mixing zone is fine.

Gulf King Mackerel Sector Allocation
Should the Gulf Council adjust the commercial and recreational allocations for king
mackerel?





There has to be some way to use the fish that aren’t being harvested.
Recreational fish already go against commercial quota because they can sell
the fish they catch.
Give the commercial fishermen quota from the recreational sector until the
recreational sector is landing 80% of its quota.
The three million pounds of fish being left in the water by the recreational
sector is not being caught, and using a “use it or lose it” for a million of those
pounds over 5 years doesn’t make sense.

How should the king mackerel annual catch limit be allocated?




The recreational sector should lend portion of their quota to commercial
sector because they’re not using it and fish are being wasted. Try lending
program for a year and see how it works.
Attendees in favor of proportional allocation, where the Western Zone would
get 45.53%; the Northern Zone, 7.61%; and each component of the Southern
Zone, 23.43%.
The allocation in the northern areas doesn’t make sense. Those areas were
never where the heart of the fishery was.

Sale of King Mackerel Bycatch in the South Atlantic Shark Gillnet Fishery
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How would allowing bag limit sale of king mackerel change fishing behavior?



It will not change the way people fish.
A three fish limit will benefit those who are able to sell the incidentally caught
fish.

Florida East coast Subzone Management
Should the South Atlantic consider creating a sub-quota or endorsement for king
mackerel fishing in the Florida East Coast Subzone?






There is not a lot of support for this idea, the system already too complicated.
This may cause more people would jump into fishery.
If it’s done the Councils need to build in a sunset provision.
The two-for-one provision that was brought up at South Atlantic AP was
brought up, however, not much support from attendees.
A sub-quota may affect the after-market in a negative way.

Recreational Bag Limit for King Mackerel
Should the Gulf Council consider increasing the recreational bag limit for king
mackerel?





The recreational sector does not need a three fish bag limit.
Try a recreational bag limit increase for 1-2 years.
Give an extra 2,000,000 pounds to the commercial sector instead.
Rather than decreasing the recreational allocation, the Council needs to make
it feasible for people to fish.

How would increasing the recreational bag limit for king mackerel change fishing
behavior?


Behavior will change if recreational fishermen are allowed to sell their fish.
Charter boats will definitely fish for kingfish more in this case.

Galveston, Texas
April 27, 2015
Meeting Attendees:
Shane Cantrell
King Mackerel Annual Catch Limit
How should the Councils adjust the king mackerel annual catch limits in light of the
recent adjustment to acceptable biological catch?
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Since the annual catch limit has not been harvested in recent years there is
no need to raise it now.
Keep status quo for three years to see how it works, reconsider an
adjustment if we begin see a change in landings.

Should a constant catch scenario be considered in the Gulf?


Yes. This would provide predictability in season length for the commercial
zones.

King Mackerel Stock Boundary
What should the Councils do regarding the stock assessment recommendation on
creating a mixing zone?


The Council should follow the scientific advice and create a mixing zone.

How would adjustments to the stock boundary effect the fishery?


Adjustments will have no effect.

Gulf King Mackerel Commercial Zone Allocations
How should the Gulf annual catch limit be allocated to the commercial zones?


The Council should follow the Gulf CMP advisory panel recommendation.
40% for the Western Zone, 18% for the Northern Zone, and 21% each for the
Southern Zone handline and gillnet components.

Gulf King Mackerel Sector Allocation
Should the Gulf Council adjust the commercial and recreational allocations for king
mackerel?


More recreational input is needed before a decision on allocation is made. We
should have more information on why the recreational sector isn’t harvesting
their allocation. They shouldn’t necessarily be penalized for under harvesting.

How should the king mackerel annual catch limit be allocated?


A bag limit analysis and research on mortality rate of king mackerel releases
should be performed to inform this decision.
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Sale of King Mackerel Bycatch in the South Atlantic Shark Gillnet Fishery
Should the South Atlantic Council allow bag limit sale of king mackerel caught while
shark gillnetting?


Yes. There is no reason to discard dead fish, especially if they have dockside
value.

How would allowing bag limit sale of king mackerel change fishing behavior?


There will be no change.

Florida East Coast Subzone Management
Should the South Atlantic consider creating a sub-quota or endorsement for king
mackerel fishing in the Florida East Coast Subzone?


There should be a sub-quota rather than an endorsement to fish in the Florida
East Coast Subzone.

Should specific accountability measures be established in the Florida East Coast
Subzone?


Yes. Effort over there seems to be an issue for the South Atlantic, so they will
probably want to look at specific things over there.

Recreational Bag Limit for King Mackerel
Should the Gulf Council consider increasing the recreational bag limit for king
mackerel?
 Yes. We need to do everything we can to help the recreational fishermen
catch their allocation. Maybe this will help them land more fish.
How would increasing the recreational bag limit for king mackerel change fishing
behavior?


Depends on individual, but generally there will be changes in behavior with a
larger bag limit. The for-hire group would keep extra fish.
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Grande Isle, Louisiana
April 28, 2015
Meeting Attendees:
Dean Blanchard
Kelty Readenour
Michael Frazier
Abigail Frazier
Brian Hardcastle

King Mackerel Annual Catch Limit
How should the Councils adjust the king mackerel annual catch limits in light of the
recent adjustment to acceptable biological catch?


The maximum possible ACL is preferred as long as it does not cause
overfishing.

Should a constant catch scenario be considered in the Gulf?


Council should follow the advisory panel suggestion and select a constant
catch scenario.

King Mackerel Stock Boundary
What should the Councils do regarding the stock assessment recommendation on
creating a mixing zone?


The mixing zone should be created if it makes sense scientifically. There
would be no effect on the fishery.

Gulf King Mackerel Zone Allocations
How should the Gulf annual catch limit be allocated to the commercial zones?


Locals don’t have a chance to fish in the Western zone with so many traveling
fishermen coming from different areas. The advisory panels recommendation
of 41% allocation for the western Gulf should be considered.

Sector Reallocation of Gulf King Mackerel
Should the Gulf Council adjust the commercial and recreational allocations for king
mackerel?


Do not move recreational allocation to commercial sector. You don’t want to
mess with those guys, or you’ll never hear the end of it.
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Sale of King Mackerel Bycatch in the Shark Gillnet Fishery
Should the South Atlantic Council allow bag limit sale of king mackerel caught while
shark gillnetting?


Yes, as long as it is monitored.

Management for the Florida East Coast Subzone
Should the South Atlantic consider creating a sub-quota or endorsement for king
mackerel fishing in the Florida East Coast Subzone?


Follow the advisory panel recommendation. This is largely a South Atlantic
issue, so the South Atlantic Council should decide.

Recreational Bag Limit for King Mackerel
Should the Gulf Council consider increasing the recreational bag limit for king
mackerel?


Yes. Do something to see if they can catch their fish. If not, then reallocate
fish to the commercial sector.

How would increasing the recreational bag limit for king mackerel change fishing
behavior?


Fishing behavior won’t change by a measurable amount.
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